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EDITORIALS 


On  Decoration  Day,  May  30,  1922,  was  dedicated 
Do<f1Cthe>n  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The 

Lincoln  Memorial symko1’  the  time,  and  the  place  were  eminently  ap- 
propriate, and  the  program  of  the  dedication  was 
wonderfully  inspiring  and  impressive. 

The  Memorial,  in  the  form  of  a Doric  temple  of  white  marble, 
is  placed  on  elevated  ground  near  the  Potomac,  nearly  opposite 
Arlington,  the  home  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  the  other  great  figure  of 
that  era  of  the  War  between  the  States.  It  is  at  the  west  end  of 
the  main  axis  of  the  plan  of  Washington,  symmetrical  with  the 
Capitol  at  the  east  end,  the  Washington  Monument  towering  high 
between. 

Approaching  the  front  of  the  Memorial  from  the  east,  from 
the  edge  of  the  reflecting  pool  that  lies  between  it  and  the  Wash- 
ington Monument,  one  passes  across  a wide  terrace  and  up  two 
flights  of  broad  and  massive  granite  steps  flanked  by  two  large 
and  very  beautiful  Grecian  urns  mounted  on  Delphic  tripods. 

The  main  structure  of  the  Memorial  is  surrounded  by  forty- 
eight  Doric  columns  of  marble,  eight  feet  in  diameter  and  nearly 
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fifty  feet  in  height,  representing  the  forty-eight  States  whose 
names  are  inscribed  on  the  frieze  above.  There  is  no  door,  but 
the  space  between  the  four  middle  columns  on  the  east  side  is 
open.  Approaching,  one  sees  within  the  super-heroic  statue  of 
Lincoln,  seated,  with  hands  outstretched,  and  looking  far  off  be- 
yond the  Monument  and  the  Capitol  across  this  broad  land.  The 
effect  is  beyond  words. 

On  the  wall  back  of  Lincoln  are  engraved  these  words : “In 
this  temple,  as  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  for  whom  he  saved  the 
Union,  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  enshrined  forever.” 
On  the  wall  at  the  South  end  of  the  inner  hall  is  written  his 
Gettysburg  speech,  while  his  second  inaugural  address  is  on  the 
north  wall.  Mural  paintings  by  Jules  Guerin  are  above  both. 

Promptly  at  two-thirty  on  the  day  of  the  dedication  the  Presi- 
dent arrived  and  was  escorted,  with  a flourish  of  bugles,  up  the 
steps  to  the  open  space  between  the  front  pillars  where  the  Lin- 
coln Memorial  Commission,  the  speakers,  and  other  guests  were 
assembled.  The  vast  audience  was  scattered  from  the  steps  of 
the  Memorial  nearly  to  the  Monument.  But  thanks  to  the  ampli- 
fiers everyone  heard  the  speakers  clearly. 

Chief  Justice  Taft,  Chairman  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Com- 
mission, presided  and  after  a peculiarly  impressive  invocation  by 
the  Reverend  Wallace  Radcliffe,  D.  D.,  and  the  presentation  of 
the  Colors  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  he  introduced  Dr. 
Robert  R.  Moton.  His  speech,  which  is  printed  in  full  in  this  num- 
ber of  the  Southern  Workman,  will  take  rank  with  Dr.  Washing- 
ton’s Atlanta  address.  As  he  stood  there  between  the  massive 
columns  directly  in  front  of  the  statue  of  Lincoln,  dimly  outlined 
in  the  shadow  of  the  hall  beyond,  it  seemed  as  though  those  out- 
stretched hands  and  that  quiet  gaze  gave  a blessing  to  that  son  of 
slaves  and  saw  a vision  of  the  future  of  the  race  which  he  so  well 
represented  that  day. 

Following  the  reading  of  a poem  on  Lincoln  by  the  author, 
Edwin  Markham,  the  story  of  the  conception  and  building  of  the 
Memorial,  started  ten  years  ago,  was  most  interestingly  told  by 
Chief  Justice  Taft,  who  then  presented  it  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  whose  behalf  it  was  accepted  by  President  Hard- 
ing with  a sincere  and  appreciative  speech. 

i The  dedication  was  complete  and  the  audience  crowded  to  in- 
spect the  Memorial.  From  its  height  could  be  seen  the  image  of 
the  great  gray  monument  reflected  in  the  calm  pool  to  the  east. 
In  its  Doric  simplicity,  strength,  and  solidity,  the  Memorial  fit- 
tingly typifies  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  fact  that  this  nation  has 
the  vision  and  good  sense  to  appreciate  two  heroes,  such  as  Wash- 
ington and  Lincoln,  and  the  good  taste  to  erect  two  so  appropriate 
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and  striking  monuments  to  their  memory,  is  surely  cause  for 
congratulation  to  all  the  American  people  and  a good  omen  for 
their  future. 

To  the  Hampton  party  present  at  the  dedication  and  to  all 
friends  of  Hampton  it  is  a peculiar  cause  for  satisfaction  that  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Hampton  Institute  and  a 
graduate  of  the  Institute,  now  also  one  of  its  Trustees,  were  re- 
spectively chairman  and  speaker  on  that  day. 

The  significance  of  the  dedication  exercises  cannot  be  better 
expressed  than  by  the  following  quotation  from  the  presentation 
speech  by  Chief  Justice  Taft: — 

“Here  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  sections  whose  conflict  made  the  burden, 
passion,  and  triumph  of  his  life,  it  is  peculiarly  appro- 
priate that  it  should  stand.  Visible  in  its  distant  beauty 
from  the  Capitol,  whose  great  dome  typifies  the  Union 
which  he  saved,  seen  in  all  its  grandeur  from  Arlington, 
where  lie  the  nation’s  honored  dead  who  fell  in  the  con- 
flict, Union  and  Confederate  alike,  it  marks  the  restora- 
tion of  the  brotherly  love  of  the  two  sections  in  this  me- 
morial of  one  who  is  as  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  South 
as  to  those  of  the  North.  The  Southerner  knows  that 
the  greatest  misfortune  in  all  the  trials  of  that  section 
was  the  death  of  Lincoln.  Had  he  lived  the  consequences 
of  the  war  would  not  have  been  so  hard  for  them  to  bear, 
the  wounds  would  have  been  more  easily  healed,  the 
trying  days  of  reconstruction  would  have  been  softened. 
Rancor  and  resentment  were  no  part  of  his  nature. 

“In  all  the  bitterness  of  that  conflict  no  word  fell  from 
his  lips,  tried  as  he  was,  which  told  of  hatred,  malice,  or 
unforgiving  soul.  Here  is  a shrine  at  which  all  can  wor- 
ship— here  an  altar  upon  which  the  supreme  sacrifice 
was  made  in  the  cause  of  liberty — here  a sacred  re- 
ligious refuge  in  which  those  who  love  country  and  love 
God  can  find  inspiration  and  repose.” 


The  Armstrong  Association  of  Philadelphia,  while 
Th\fmltrll1ghias^ress^ng  industrial  opportunity  for  colored  men 
Association  and  women,  is  also  devoting  attention  to  other 
community  needs.  Among  its  activities  particular 
attention  is  called  to  the  work  of  home  and  school  visitors. 

Through  these  workers  the  home  and  school  are  more  closely 
connected  and  cases  of  maladjustment,  retardation,  and  truancy 
are  investigated.  Special  attention  is  given  to  aiding  newcomers 
in  meeting  the  exacting  conditions  of  a compulsory  educational 
system,  often  considered  a hardship  by  parents  from  localities 
where  such  a system  does  not  exist.  During  the  past  year  each 
of  the  two  visitors  averaged  a hundred  visits  a month. 
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The  Armstrong  Association  has  a Scholarship  Committee 
through  which  young  men  and  women,  who  show  qualifications 
for  leadership,  are  supported  through  school  or  college.  This 
work  has  been  going  on  for  three  years ; at  the  present  time  three 
young  men  are  being  trained  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  one  young  woman  at  the  Pennsylvania  School  for  Social  Ser- 
vice. 

To  encourage  the  building  up  of  character,  scholarship,  and 
excellence  in  athletics  in  elementary  schools,  the  Armstrong  As- 
sociation is  offering  prizes  in  the  form  of  cups  to  the  students 
in  three  schools  who  show  the  highest  average. 

The  Industrial  Department  has  been  attracting  the  attention 
of  trade  bodies,  employment  managers,  and  social-service  or- 
ganizations, and  has  been  giving  valuable  assistance  in  the  mat- 
ter of  selecting  and  placing  skilled  and  unskilled  Negro  workers ; 
twenty  Negro  plasterers  were  provided  for  a contracting  firm. 
A colored  saleswoman  was  placed  on  the  sales  force  of  a large 
oil  concern  manufacturing  a new  furniture  and  floor  oil.  This 
saleswoman  has  been  able  to  build  up  a good  trade  and  hold  her 
own  with  the  white  salesmen  of  this  concern.  The  Builders’  Ex- 
change sought  from  this  Department  assistance  for  formulating 
plans  to  reduce  unemployment.  The  Employment  Managers  As- 
sociation and  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  Conference  on  Indus- 
trial Relations  also  sought  its  assistance  and  suggestions. 

During  the  recent  strike  at  one  of  the  shipyards  the  same 
Department  succeeded  in  preventing  Negroes  from  becoming  in- 
volved, resulting  in  promotion  for  a great  many  who  were  for- 
merly common  laborers.  Conference  with  the  officers  of  the  Dis- 
trict Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  has  resulted  in  a much  pleasanter 
relationship  between  organized  labor  and  Negro  mechanics.  The 
Department  of  Welfare,  State  Employment  Service,  and  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court  frequently  use  this  Department  in  selecting  colored 
workers  and  in  finding  other  positions  for  their  own  workers. 

A report  on  Negro  unemployment  in  Philadelphia  was  made 
for  the  President’s  Unemployment  Conference  and  will  be  incor- 
porated in  the  general  report  soon  to  be  published.  A slight  im- 
provement has  been  observed  in  opportunities  for  Negro  labor. 

During  the  past  year,  through  the  Employment  Department, 
1433  placements  were  made  at  a valuation  of  $63,381.55,  while 
contracts  for  mechanics  were  secured  at  a value  of  $62,566.00. 

Another  feature  of  the  Armstrong  Association  work  is  a 
Bureau  of  Information  which  seeks  to  give  information  on  all 
matters  touching  the  Negro.  There  are  still  other  activities  con- 
ducted by  this  Association,  and  special  mention  might  be  made  of 
its  direction  of  recreation  in  one  of  the  public  schools  through 
the  trained  worker  whom  it  has  provided. 


